CAUCASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA

Khiva and Bukhara, once sovietized, entered into treaties with the
Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic on September 13, 1920,
and March 4, 1921, respectively. These treaties confirmed the com-
plete domination of the republics by Soviet Russia. Thus the more
important industries in both republics were nationalized. Military
policy was conducted in common with Russia. The republics had to
supply Russia with raw materials in exchange for manufactured
goods and bound themselves not to grant any concessions to for-
eigners. Russia undertook to provide expert help in the fields of
trade and education. Irrigation had to be conducted under joint
auspices with Russia. Mutually hostile organizations were prohibited
on the contracting parties' territories. At the same time Soviet Rus-
sia renounced the old colonial policy of the tsarist government and
declared null and void treaties previously concluded by the Imperial
Government with the Khanates.11 As a result of these treaties Soviet
embassies were established in both republics, staffed with numerous
personnel, and the Cheka (secret police) was installed under Russian
advisers. The Red Army was garrisoned in both territories and was
soon to find itself busy fighting armed opposition.

BRITISH INTERVENTION IN TURKESTAN

Opposition to Soviet expansionism was so widespread in the whole
territory of Turkestan that, from 1918 on, developments in this area
may be considered as just another chapter of counterrevolution and
foreign intervention. We have mentioned previously the revolt of
the Transcaspian Railway workers against the Tashkent Soviet and
the call for aid that they addressed to the British. The British re-
sponded favorably to this request, and soon what seemed to be an
internal Russian affair was transformed into an international con-
flict. The British, in their readiness to help the anti-Communist in-
surgents in Tashkent in 1918, were motivated by the same reasons
that had prompted them, in the same year, to undertake a hazard-
ous intervention in Transcaucasia. In the words of Colonel Ether-
ton, a British officer who was sent on a mission to Turkestan:

The conclusion of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty with the Bolsheviks, in March
1918, placed the Germans in a favorable position for activities in Asia, since
11 For more details about these treaties see Dennis, op. cit., pp. 249-252.